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Purpose: To enhance the lives of foster children and youth by providing funding for items and 
services that allow them to enjoy a quality of life similar to that of their naturally parented peers. 

Eligibility: A child who … 

• is under the age of 18, 

• resides on Oahu or Kauai, and 

• is one of the following: 

▪ in the foster custody of a Hawaii state government agency or 

▪ placed by the Hawaii state government agency in therapeutic foster placement 

or in kinship, foster, respite, guardianship, permanent custody or adoptive 

families 

Expenditures:  

 
• Extracurricular activities: School uniforms, graduation expenses (caps/gowns, 

senior pictures, prom), field trips, school banquets. 

• Hobbies, sports, cultural activities: hula/dance lessons, soccer/sports 

registration, art supplies, musical instruments. 

• Intersession activities: Tutoring fees, books, school supplies, student 
dues/fees, special course/credit recovery fees, summer/preschool fees. 

• Facilitation of transition into adulthood: Driver’s education, copy of birth 
certificate, State ID, laptop for college, cell phone.  

• Quality of life enhancements: Modest birthday/holiday presents, books, toys, 
bicycles, visitation trips, transportation to funerals, tablets for family connection, 
computers/laptops. 

Restrictions: • Each expenditure must respond to a specific request made by an eligible child’s 

social worker, guardian ad litem, CASA, or adoptive parent for a specific item or 

service that will enhance the individual’s quality of life. 

• Payments must be made to the vendors directly. Payments cannot be made 

directly to individuals requesting the funds including caregivers.  

• Enhancements funds cannot exceed $650 per eligible child per calendar year. 

Additional 
Restrictions: 

• Funds cannot be used for: 

▪ Housing 

▪ Basic medical and dental care 

▪ Ordinary tuition expense 

▪ Basic needs or needs of the household 

▪ Reoccurring autopayments 

▪ Reimbursing of prior payments/purchases 

▪ Items which do not enhance the individual’s quality of life 
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Questions? Please contact Chiyomi Chow at (808)540-2547 or email your questions to 
enhancements@familyprogramshawaii.org 

Request 
Funds: 
 

• Complete a Request online at 

https://familyprogramshawaii.org/program/enhancements/  

• You may email specifics of the request or website links to: 

enhancements@familyprogramshawaii.org 

• We will confirm receipt of request within 2 business days. If you do not receive 

confirmation, please call Chiyomi at 540-2547. 

• We will review each request and generate payment if all requirements are met and 

the paperwork is filled out correctly.  

• If request is approved, within 7-10 business days either: 

▪ The requested item will be purchased by FPH and pick-up/delivery will be 

arranged, or  

▪ A check will be cut and sent to the individual designated on the Request Form  
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